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CHAPTER 11
THE SECOND LAW AND ITS STRUGGLE

In the last Chapter, we traced the slow emer-
gence of the First Law and examined, in a brief
manner, ity effect on the method of keeping books,
on library loecation, on library hours, on library
farniture and on library staff. The changes brought
about by the First Law in all these matiers were
of a fundamental character. If the final effect of
the First Law should be described in one word, that
word is revolution. Once the outlook was vevolu-
tionised, other things followed in course of time.

The Second Law of Library Science comes on
the heels of the First Law to carry this revolution
a step further. If the First Law replaced the eon-
cept ‘BOOKS ARE FOR PRESERVATION’, the
Second Law widens the concept ‘BOOKS FOR
THE CHOSEN FEW’, If the revolutionary ery
of the First Law was ‘BOOKS ARE FOR USE’,
the revolutionary cery of the Second Law i
‘BOOKS ARE FOR ALL’. If the approach of
the First Law was from the side of books, the
approach of the Second Law is from the side of
users of books. If the First Law vitalised the
library, the Second Law magnifies the library into
a nation-wide problem. Tf the Tirst Law threw
open the existing libraries, the Second Law plants
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new libraries and brings about the enlture of new
species of libraries. If there was reluctance to act
up to the First Law, there is, 1n the inifial stages,
positive opposition to the Second Law. Thus, the
revolution brought about by the Second Law is of
a more advanced nature and brings humanity
nearer the goal.

EVERY PERSON HIS OR HER BOOK!
What a volume of ideas rests in a potential state
in these six words of buf seven syllables! Iow
exacting will be the task of carrying out these
ideas! What a variely of vested interests is
arrayed in opposition against any attempt fo pui
these ideas inte foree! 'These are points that
vequire careful examination inm a study of the
Second Law. _‘

It may be convenient to start from fhe very
beginning, What are libraries? Libraries are
collections of books built for a special purpose.
What is that purpose? ‘USE’ is the answer
supplied by the First Law. What is the use of
bocks? Books give informatfion; they educate.
They may also give solace and furnish a harmliess
means of recreation. Lef us first concentrate on
their educational value. If books are fools of
education, the law ‘EVERY PERSON HIS OR
HER BOOK’ presupposes the concept ‘EDUCA-
TION FOR EVERY PERSON’. Thiy lays bare
the fundamental issue. The history of the answer
to the question, “*Is every person entitled to educa-
tion?’? will show how the Seecond Law too has been
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in actual practice seldom borme in mind by library
authorities,

Tre Crasses axp TR MAsses

It is customary to begin all academic history
from Aristofle. What is Aristotle’s answer fo this
fandamental question? ‘It is the intention of nafure
to make bodies of slaves and freemen different from
each other. . . And since this is true with respect
to the body, it is still more just to determine in the
saine manner, when we consider the soul.”” These
plavsible premises led Aristotle to the characteristic
conclusion that ‘‘a slave can have no deliberative
faculfy’”® The resuli of this rigorous reasoning
was that ‘‘while Athens and Sparta offered educa-
fion to freemen, nine-tenths of the population were
excluded from the privilege of learning”® In
translating this in ferms of bocks, we find that
‘BOOKS FOR THE CHOSEN FEW’ was the
ruling concept and that the Second Law had no
recogunition, Hven in Rome, which heralded the
establishment of municipal and state schools, the
privilege of learning ravely crossed the occupational
and ineome lines. The narrowness of the Middle
Ages is described by Margarel Hodgen in the follow-
ing words, ““The spirit of exelusion which the land-
owning classes asserted towards ambitions villeins
bound for the ehurech; the church toward laymen

(1) ABISTOTLE: Politics, Book T, Chapter V, p. 13, ¢f
TEdward Walford’s transiation.

(2) 1bid, Book I, Chapter XTII, p. 20 of the trausiation.

{3) BODGEN (Margaret, T.}: Workers® Education, p. 8.
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seeking intellectual independence; the merchants
towards outsiders looking fo enjoy profits of com-
mereial enterprises, was in iturn asserted by all

-~ toward the educational aspirations of the poor.”™

‘We are even told that ‘“vassal fathers were punished
for allowing vassal sons to attend school.’™

The spirit of exclusion persisted for centuries.
Here is a specimen of eighteenth century opinion.
““T'o make the Society happy and People easy under
the meanest cireumstances, it is vequisite that great
nurobers of them should be Ignorant as well as
Poor. . . . The Welfare and Felicity therefore
of every State and Kingdom, regnire that the
knowledge of the Working Poor should be confined
within the Verge of their occupations and never
extended (as fo things visible) beyond what relates
to their Calling. The more a Shepherd; a Plowman
or any other Peasant knows of the World, and the
things that are Foreign to his Labour or Employ-
ment, the less fit he’ll he to go through the Fatigues
and Hardships of it with Cheerfulness and Content.
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic . . . are very
pernicious to the Poor, who are forced fo get their
Daily Bread by their Daily Labour.’”® What a
benevolent dispensation! What a show of inevit-
ableness in this eighteenth century reasoning! With
such ideas running rampant, one can easily imagine
how effectively the concept ‘BOOKS FOR THE

(1} HODGAN {Margares, T.}: Workers® Education, p. 13.

(2) FJACKSON (G. L.): The Privilege of Eduostion, p. 39,

¢3) MANDEVILLE (Bernard): The Fable of the Bees, F. B.
Kaye's edition, Vol. I, p. 288,
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CHOSEN FEW’ would have thwarted the emer-
gence of the rival concept ‘BOOKS FOR ONE
AND ALL.

Hiven the nineteenth century was for long under
the spell of this concept of a bipartite division of
persons into a small governing class consisting of
those who, almost as it were by divine right,
occupied the privileged position and {he large class
of the others who, as 1t was supposed, by the
essential constitution of things belonged 1o the
lower orders, had no right fo education and hence
had no right to the instruments of education, viz,
bocks. The well-to-do and infinential claggeg—the
freemen of the nineteenth century--registed out-
right on grounds of sheer self-interest even the
hare suggestion that the poor should be given the
rudiments of education. The story is told of the
Marquis of Westminster refusing fo give even a
farthing for the London Mechanies’ Inshitule
becanse of his apprehension that the education of
the workmen would make them rebel. ““True,”” he
said, ‘‘but we must take care of ourselves’* The
struggle that bocks had in reaching ewery person
is amply illustrated by the experience recorded by
Trancig Place, a Charing (ross tailor of the early
vears of the last century. He ‘‘had fo be more
and more eareful that nome of his ordinary
eustomers should be allowed to go into the Hbrary
at the back of the shop’”. “‘Had these persons
been told that I had never read a book, that I was

——ar

{1) WALLAS (Graham}: Life of Frencis Place, p. 1iZ.
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ignorant of everything but my own business, that
I sotted in a pnblic house, they would not have made
the least objection to me. I should have been a
‘follow’ beneath them, and they would have
patronised me; but . . . to accumulate beoks, and
to be supposed to know something of their contents,
was putting myself on an equality with themselves,
if not indeed assuming superiority; it was an
abominable offence in g tailor, if not a erime, which
deserved punishment. Had it been known te all
my customers that in the few years from 1810-1817,
I had accumulated a considerable library, in which
I spent all the leisure time I could spare, . . .
balf of them at least would have_left me’.! We
find Green complaining even late in the mineteenth
century that ““It is ome of the inconveniences
attaching to the present state of Society in Fingland,
that all questions of education are complicated by
distinctions of classes”.® Hven so late as 1918,
the Hansard diseloses that the Edueation Bill of
Mr. H. A. L. Fisher was opposed on the ground
that, if the workmen are o be given such a fong
and elaborate course of education, ‘‘How are the
horses to be kept at work, the cows to be milked,
the sheep to be tended and the folds to be pitched?
How is education going to help a man whe has to
spread manunre on a field”? A veritable
incarnation of Barnard de Mandeville!

(1} WALLAS (Graham): Life of Franeis Plaes, p. 37.

{2) GREEN (Thomas Hill): Works, Bd. by 1. 1. Netileahin,
Vol. ITI, p. 387.

(3) Hamsard, Vol CIV, p. 344,
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That the political instinet of those in privileged
positions was vehemently opposing the advent of
the Second Law of Library Science iz pointed out
in wopmistakable words by all students of Politics.
Vigeount Bryee says, for example, ““That all
the despotlic governments of sixty years ago, and
some of them down to our own day, were either
indifferent or hostile to the spread of education
among their subjects, because they feared that
knowledge and intelligence wonld create a wish for
freedom’’?

The argumenis of those that opposed the
Bwart Bill—fhe first Public Library Bill of
England—were ‘‘that too much knowledge was a
dangerous thing and that libraries might become
centres” of political edmeaiion”? In his Presi-
dential Address to the Leeds Conference, Dr. Guppy
remarked, ‘It is somewhat perplexing to find that
in the middle decades of the last century, many of
the most eminent men 'were debating, with all
seriousupess, not what was best in Literature to pui
before the people, bui whether it would be safe,
and wise, and politic to admit the general public
1o libraries at all. So far from readers being con-
sidered competent to handle and examine books, it
was a4 (uestion whether the rough uncultured
democeracy should be permiited, even with mosi
stringent precautions and regulations to invade

(1) BRYCE (James): Modern Democracies, Vol. T, p. 70.
(2) Library dsseciation Beoord (New Series), Vol I¥, p. 199,
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the sacred precincts of the Library’’. When a
library scheol was inaugurated at Moscow in 1913,
the following question was asked in the National
Duma by the leader of the extreme right: “How
can the government tolerate library courses, which
would pave the way for a revolution’’?

Thus the Second Law had to face not merely
an inherited instinet as was the case with the First
Iaw but it had to face a very strong oppoesition
based on political and economic instinets. How-
ever misleading these instinets: might have been,
there is hardly any ground to doubt their bona fide
nature. In fact, as it may be easily seen, they were
mere derivatives of a more fundamental instines,
vie., the instinet of self-preservation. But, society
bad not been lacking in far-seeing souls that could
perceive the mistaken nature of such opposition.
There were indeed men who would draw just the
opposite inference from that very instinet of self-
preservation,

The location of factories near sources of power
caused a redistribution of population and the towns
were inundated with a flood of people unaccustomed
1o civic responsibilities. The crowding together of
tons of thousands of the illiterate poor was creating
a host of unspeakable nuisance. For a time the
black-coated gentry were able to mainiain a safe
distance from cenfres of dirt, disease and peity

(1} Libravy Association Recerd {(New Series), Vol IV, p. 194,
(2} Bulletin of the dmeoricun ILibrary Association, Vol XX,
Pp. 261-2.

F-.11
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eriminality. But they could-not reimain aloef for
ever. Poverty rudely encroached in course of time.
It brought dizease and unsavoury sights to the
doors of the viearage and the manor. In their eager-
ness fo defend themselves the gentle {olk hurried
{0 their most frusted advisers. 'The first of these,
the economists, recommended a judicious dose of
eduneation, Adam Smith, for example, recommended
that ““The public can impose upon almost the whole
body of the people the necessity of acquiring the
most essential paris of education, by obliging every
man to undergo an examination or probation in
them, before he can obtain the freedom in any
corporafion, or be allowed to set up any trade either
in a village or town Corporate”' Ile took
advantage of this predicament of the well-fo-do
and even pleaded as follows: *“The eduneation of
the Commmon people reguires, perhaps, in a civilised
and commercial society, the attention of the public,
more than that of people of some rank and fortune

. . The public can facilitate this aeguisilion by
establishing in every parish or district a little
school, where children may be taught . . . Though
the state was to derive no advantage from the
instruetion of the inferior ranks of people, it would
still deserve is attention that they should not be
altogether uninstructed. The state, however,
derives no ineonsiderable advantage from their
ingtruetion. The more they are instructed, the

C3) SMYTH  (Adam):  4n  Enquivy into the Nature and
Causes of the Wealth of Natflens, ed. by Joseph Shicld Nicholson,
Pp- 328-329. :
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less liable they are to the delusions of enthusiasm
and superstition, which, among ignorant nations,
frequently occasion the most dreadful disorders.
An instrueted and intelligent people, besides, are
always more deeent and orderly than an ignorant
and stupid one. They feel themselves each indivi-
dually, more respectable and more likely to obtain
the respect of their superiors, and they are, there-
fore, more disposed to respeet their superiors.
They are rore disposed to’ examine and more
capable of seelng through, the interested complaints
of faction and sedition; and they are, on that
account, less apt to be misled into any wanion
or unnecessary opposition fo "the measures of
Government .2

Although, generally speaking, the words of
Adam Smith fell upon deaf ears, there were some
who could appreciate the soundness of his reason-
mg. In fact, it induced Mr. Whithread to introduce
a Bill in Parliament in 1807 for universal education,
though, it goes withoul saying, i was rejected by
an overwhelming majority. In spite of the ridicule
of die-hards, the ““Seciety for the Diffusion of Use-
ful Knowledge'™ did mueh fo spread education
among the masses, under the inspiring leadership
of Lord Broungham. The Peuny Cyclopedia, the
Penny Magasine, the Gallery of Portrasts and the
Piciorial Bible are the surviving monuments of the
missionary zeal which championed the cause of
‘BOOKS FOR ALL? in the thirties of the last

(1) Ibid., pp. B28-33,
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century, While the majority»of the magnates and
officials of the early Vietorian era desired that the
voung peasant should till the same felds, with the
same tools in the same seasons as his father before
him, enlightened souls like Matthew Arnold were
impatient with the tardy recognition shown to the
newly emerging concept ‘EDUCATION FOR ALL.
Ag Her Majesty’s Inspector of Schools, he lamented,
in 1853, that *“The children of the lowest, poorest
classes of the country, of what are called the masses,
are not, to gpeak generally, educated; the children
who are educated belong to a different class from
these, and consequently of the education of the
masses, I, in the course of my official duty, see,
strietly speaking, litfle or nothing”’! The first
twenty pages of Graham Balfour’s Educational
Systems of Great Britain and Ireland give a brief
but vivid picture of the ingenuity and tenaeity with
which a handful of far-seeing patriotic statesmen
secured the educational enactments of 1870, 1880
and 1891, which suceessively made ‘EDUCATION
FOR ALL’ first permissive, then compulsory and
finally free” Onee ‘EDUCATION FOR ALL’ had
been established, it required but a decade or two
for our Second Law ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’, o enter
the field and quietly bring about the realisation of

(1) BHARPLESE (lsac): Haglish Bducation, p. 10.

{2y Low Reports, Statutes: 33 and 34 Viectorla, Chapter 75,
Seetion T4: 43 snd 44 Vieteria, Chapter 23, Seetion 2; and 54 and
55 Victoria, Chapter 86, Section 2.
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Huoxley’s dream,* of ‘a ladder of learning’ from
the gutter to the Universities.

How literally the Second Law bas realised this
dream of Huxley mayv be seen from the aceount
given in Addult Education and the Library? sbout
the progress of a fisher-boy along the paths of
learning. He was born in Norway. In his four.
teenth year, he was withdrawn from the school
His father said, ““You are not worth educating?”’
and the lad was sent to the eternal task of fishing
in the desolate coast of the North of Norway. But
the Norweglan Government maintained at this out-
post of the world a good library, though small, and
had its books periodically changed and replenished.
By burying his head and heart in ifs books, this
lad, pronounced to be wnot worth educating,
educated himself more than he himself realised.
He, then, went o the New World, began his Pre-
paratory School in his twenty-third year, took his
degree in his twenty-eighth year and settled down
as a professor in his own college. This career of
Professor Rolvaag of St. Olaf’s College is by no
means upique. We, in Madras, remember the
story of the marvellous achievement of books, read
in the light of streef lamps, in raising a boy born
in obscurity to the bench of the High Court. This
sway of the Second Law has resulted in reelaiming
for the benefit of the world many such promising

(1) Life and Letters of Thomas Henry Husltey, Vol TIL, p. T
(2) ddult BEducation and the Librery, Vol EIL, pp. 12-38.
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men from the very depths of scciety. A generation
or two ago, her rival, ‘BOOKS FOR THE CHOSEN
FEW’ would have sworn by their prenatal social
status and forced them to drag on and die, without
ever reaching their full stature.

‘““Here is a woman who earns her own living as
a chef in a hotel . . . She noticed one day that
her eldest davghter frowned impatiently when the
mother made a mistake in grammar. The mother
decided that she would not lose one bit of her
daughter’s respect on that account. She asked the
readers’ adviser to recommend books which wonld
help her fo aveid the most common errors of
grammar and propunciation. She wanted a
progressive course on good Emnglish suited to her
special needs. Later she asked for books which
would keep her informed on present-day happenings
and 80 on and so on’’?

There is again the case of a policeman who
asked for books which would help him to discover
why crimes are commitfed. “What’s the use of
arvesting people if you can’t help them?’’ he
asked* Ile devoured books in Sociology and Psy-
chology. If he had lived before the advent of the
Law ‘EVERY PERSON HIS OR HER BOOK’,
what chance would he have had either to study
books in Sociology and Psychology or to discharge
his official duties in a manner, not only satisfactory

(1) Adult REducation end the Fibrary, Vol. I3I, P 20,
(2 ddult Bducation and the Lilbrvery, Vol III, p. 22
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1o his conseience but also beneficial to society.
How wseful and popular our police will become if
they are made fo read like thelr New World con.
ftemporary books in Sociolegy and Psychelogy in
addition fo the sectiong of the Police Manuai!l

The prophetic nature of the words of Adam
Smith hag been demonstrated to the very letter by
the services rendered by the Second Law of Library
Science to the public of the city,of Grand Rapids
in the State of Michigan. The water-supply of the
city could not keep up with the growth of the
eity, . . ., As a result a large part of the citizens.
depended on wells for mueh of their drinking water,,
because they wonld not drink the unfiltered river
water. The typhoid-fever rate was very high—
several hundred cases a year-—with a correspond-
ingly high death rate . . . The city Government
and the business interesis of the city fimally secnred
the appointment of a Special Cornmission of high~
grade busivess and professional men fo study the
whole situation and {o report a plan to be submitted
to a vote of the citizens. After long and careful
study they recommended the adopiion of the plan fo
take the waler from the river and to filter it by the
rapid sand or mechanical filiration proeess . .
Hight or ten days before the election, full or half.
page newspaper broadsides were distributed {o every
house in the city claiming that fillration was a
failure, by publishing facsimile reprodunetions from
newspapers and technical magazines, ete,, of items
with reference io typhoid fever in certain cities, and
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then followed by the statemgnt that the said cifies
had filtered water. In shorf, the whole purpose of
these broadsides was to discredit the veport of the
Speecial Commission in order to have it defeated.
New broadsides appeared aboui every other day
and were always distributed to every house in the
city. They came out over the name of ‘‘a young
unemployed Engineer”’., The library immediately
checked up a nuwber of the reference to other
ecities in the annual reports and municipal documents
in its eollection . . . on the trail of the young
engineer’s published broadsides and made the
knowledge it found available to the newspapers,
with the librarian signing the published statements
of the facts the library found. Iere is a sample
of what we found., Heading, Penusylvania and
Albany, New York, both had filtered water supplies
serving other parts. The typhoid epidemics wero
in the sections of those cities served by the unfiltered
supplies. The broadside advertisements were
correct in staling that Reading and Albany both
had typhoid epidemics and both had filtered water,
but, nevertheless, these statemenis were both damn-
able Hes in the impressions they conveyed. Thus,
“the library was the first . . . to rally the forces
to save the day for pure water. Pure water won
at the polls and Grand Rapids, except for sporadie
cases brought in from outside, bas as a result elimi-
nated typhoid fever from the eity . . . I have
always believed that the iibrary would have been

T3 REspoNSIBILITY OF THE HDpUCATED £9

derelict in its duty had it failed fo give to the publie
the knowledge it had on such a vital matter’’}

Tnstances of this nature can be multiplied ad
nauscam. But as it is not our purpose fo record
here the achievements of ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’
suffice it to say that, to-day, the Second Law of
Library Seience has triumphantly planted its demo-
eratic flag in many a land baving blown to pleces
the black-coated barrier of exclusiveness and
snobbery. During the last century, Europe and
America, Japan and Russia, were as impervious
to its appeals and as impregnable to its attacks as
Tndia was. But, to-day, Furope and America,
Japan and Russia have capitulated fo it, while
Tndia iz still defiantly holding her own. Who is
responsible for this strange phenomenon? Who
has been helping India to stick fo her guns in this
battle against ‘BOOKS FOR ALLS, while she has
been establishing a world record in losing battles
in other spheres!

‘Whatever might be the complex of contribu-
tory causes, her ‘‘English-educated” sons eannot
escape their share of the blame. Macaulay and
Wood imported-English education into India with.
the best of motives. They evolved their famous
‘filtration theory’ with the highest of hopes. They
conld not have reasonably foreseen that the filler
would develop human jealousy and selfish exelu-
siveness. Certainly, they never, for a moment,

) (1} Bssays Offeved to Herbert Puinan, on fis Thirtisth
Anniversary as Libravign of Congress, pp. 574-376.

Fed2
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dreamt that the filfer will work in the contrary
way and get itself coated with another super-filter
that will grant a place in the sun only to those
English-educated Indians, who could get their
Huoglish-edncation on  English soil. Yes. This
tragic friumph of India in her fight against the
intrusion of the Second Law of Library Secience,
nay, even of its precursor ‘EDUCATION FOR
ALL’, is not a little due to the almost criminal
apathy and neglect of duty on the part of her better
placed ““Hnglisb-edueated’ sons. They have
developed an abnormal short-sight which disables
them from =eeing beyond their nose, af any rate
bevond their privileged cirele, They glibly speak
of India, and her milions, when they mean only the
two per cent. of her millions who ean lisp in
English. Remind them how you will that Macaulay
intended that they should, aetively and ungrudg-
ingly, spread their kuowledge among the masses,
No, they will rather prefer to take their lesson
from Bernard de Mandeville. Honourabie exeep-
tions there are and all honour to them. DBut fhe
majority act as an impervious clog in the filter.

Our only hope lies in the supreme resource-
fulness of the Second Law. History has shown
that it is an adept in the art of strategy. TIf
Macaulay’s filter has proved a snare, ere long ii
will divert its eourse and keep clear of this clog
in the ‘filter’. The Second Law will not take a
defeat. It must win ultimately. With the world
opinion backing 1f, it may win even aif no distant

1] Smx Desaniirries 91

date. If they are shrewd business men, the
‘English-educated’ Indians should greet it with
an olive branch and volunteer their services in iis
holy war on lingering ignorance, Then only, they
will gain any vespect in the eyes of the world and
then only can they survive amidst the forces thag
will be set free on the day the Second Law plants
its flag on Indian soil and puils the BOOKS in the
hands of ALL, even ag if has done on their seils.
Tew Mex anp THE T;VOMEN

The antithesis has not been merely between
the classes and the masses. As we {race the pre-
jndices of ages in the light of the Second Law of
Library Science, we come across several olhers.
It is not merely the income lne that has, for long,
divided humanity into those that ave entitled to
the use of books and those that are not. Sex, for
example, was another factor that restricted the
enforcement of the Law, ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’.
In our own country, the Second Law has not
yvet fully succeeded in  overcoming sueh gex
disabilities,

No doubt, the conditions have begun to change.
Signs of the ondlaught of the Second Law are not
wanting. The surging wave of ‘BOOKS FOR
ALL’ may, ere long, wash away even the hardened
bank of the feminine comservatism of the Indian
Home. But that should not close one’s eyes fo the
tenaciouns fight that is being fought to-day, in
several homes against the encroachment of the
‘pernicious habit’ of reading among ladies. Nor
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should one delude oneself with the fond, but blind-
ing boast that our country had, in days past, kept
the road wide open for her women to emulate the
stronger sex in the pursunit of learning. It does
not help us now to be told that women conld and
did read as well as men from the Vedic days
onwards down fo fthe day when an alien tongue
drove a culiural wedge into the till-then homoge-
neous home. Itis only half the truth to say that the
use of a foreign medium for current thonght has
gsequestered Indian women from the world current
that has ensbled her sisters in many a elime fo
keep ahreast of their brethren. The glorious
record of women like Maitreyi, Panchali, Lila-
vati and Auvaiar and the still-surviving memory
of the learmed ladies that formed the fitling life.
compantons of the intellectual giants of places like
Tirnvisalur, should not blind us to our present
plight, when for every Maifreyi we have thousands
of Katyayinis, when the bulk of our sisters are
strageling a century behind, unletiered, untuiored,
and unprovided with books. Bauf, if it can be =n
source of consolation and encouragement, it may be
mentioned that the concepts ‘EDUCATION FOR
ALL’ and ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’ definitely cressed
the sex-barrier only within i{he last half-century
or so in most of the countries,

From the days of the primitive man, the majo-
rity of women have generally cccupied a sheltered
place and have not had, therefore, a higher enltural
or professional training such as would enable them

1] Wonery v Awcizyy Gureor 93

to deal with large affairs. In earliest as well as
recent civilisations, the Dimits to which feminine
accomplishments might extend have generally been
definitely fixed by custom and those who daved to
exceed them have run the risk of being thought
‘anwomanly’, . In  Athens, if seems, it was an
aceepted dogma that no respectable girl should be
educated. The Athenian wife for example, ‘‘lived
a virtual prisoner within four walls . . . They
could not in their own persons inherit property,
but were rvegarded as an -appanage of the
estate . . . Their education was frivial”’?
The social ostracism praclised fo prevent
ladies from getfing their share of education
and books is indicated by the following statement
about the eduecation of women in Greece: “‘Literary
education and intellectual pursuits belonged to
those who were without the home circle, the
hetaerae’’? In the writings of Si. Paul there
appeared similar regirictions which seemed to set
women off as an inferior, dependent class. After
referring to the sixteenth verse of the third
chapter of Genesis regarding the status of
women, he wrotg, *And if they will learn anything,
let them ask their hugbands at home’’®

For a long {ime it was even commonly believed
that women were not capable of education. Here

(1) WRIGHT (P A.): Greek Social Life, pp. 6-13.

{(2) MONROE (Paul}: Nource Beok of the Wistery of Hdu-
cation, p. 34

{3} 1 Corinthians, 35.



94  Twur Secoxp Law and Irs Svroveere  [Cmar.

is Chesterfield writing to his son ““Women, then,
are only children of a larger growth; they have an
entertaining taftle, and sometimes wif; but for
solid reasoning, good sense, I never in my lhfe
knew one that had it, . A man of sense . . .
neither consulis them about, nor trusts them with,
serions matiers”.'  Again Roussean says of
women that she is ‘an imperfeet man’, that in many
respeects she is only ‘a grown-up child’? He adds,
“The search for absiract and speculative truths,
principles, and scientific axioms, whatever fends to
generalise ideas, does not fall within the compass
of women; . as to works of genius, they are
out of their reach, nor have they sufficient acenracy
and attention to succeed in the exact sciences”?
Rousseau would  willingly  repeat Moliere’s
WOrQs s
It is not seamly, and for many reasons,
That a woman should study and know so
many things,
Roussean’s conception of the capaeity of women
is only what was too common in Franee and
other eountries in the eighteenth ceniury.
The nineteenth century tried to excel fthe
eighteenth by inventing anatomical explanations
for the woman’s incapacity to henefit by books and

(1) CEHESTERFIELD {Liord):  Lefters, letter LXXVT,
pp. 141142 of Vol T of John Bradshaw’s editien.

{2} COMPAYRE (Gabriel): Jean Jocques Rowssean, p. 85,

(3} BOUSBEAU  {Jean Jaegues): Emife, Tr. by Payne,
p. 28L

- R e i
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learning. Iere is a piece of serions scientifie
demonstration which dates from 1866—“A man
has will and understanding, and a cerebellum and &
cerebrum by which they act; and so has a woman.
In this they are alike. Bub in man the understand-
ing predominates, and in woman the will; and here
they are different. Tf fhis be so, we may, of
conrse, expect to find a larger development of the
cerebrum, or ypper brain, in man, and a larger
development of the cerebellum, or lower brain, in
woman; and this is so. A wan’s head iz higher,
and fuller in front, than a woman’s; while a
woman’s head is broader and larger behind than
a man’s.””  Another contemporary of this anato-
nical psychologist cannot see any virtne in wast-
ing such elaborate reasoning to establish such an.
obvious fhing. “The greal argument”’, he wounld
say, ‘‘againgt the existence of this equality of
intelleet in women 1is, that it does not exist, If that
proof does not salisfy a female philosopher, we.
have ne hefter to give’'?

If girls’ schools existed, ‘‘they aimed at
‘breeding’, deporfment and the aeccomplishments,
not at learning”.* In his Fssay on Projects, Daniel.
Pefoe gives a pathetic deseripiion of the customary
education of girls in the following words: “One
wonld wonder indeed how it should happen that
women are conversible at all, sinee they arve only

(1} ARTHUR (T. 8.): Advied to Young Ladies, pp. 152-153,

(2} Seturdey Rewiew, 1860, quoted by Thomas Woody.,

(3} MONROE (Paul): 4 Cyclopeedia of Educution, Vol V.
B 804,



96 'Tur Sgcoxp Law axo Irs Srtrueere  [Cmar.

beholding to matural parts fer all their knowledge.
Their youth is spent to teach them to stitch and
sew or make bawbles; they are faught to read
indeed and perhaps to write their names or so; and
that is the height of a woman’s education”? I
any lady acquired learning, the atiitude towards
such learned ladies was one of contempt and
ridicule. We have it recorded that Dr. Johnson
onee laid down the dictum that ‘‘man is, in general,
better pleased when he has a good dinner on his
table, than when his wife talks Greek’. Iis
contemptuous parallelism between a woman preach-
ing and a dog walking on his hind legs is also well
known. We bhave the story of an American
bachelor who explained his single state saying,

““One did command te me a wife both fair
and young

That had French, Spanish and Italian
tongue,

T thanked him kindly and told him I loved
none such,

For T thought one fongue for a wife 100
mueh,

What! love ye not the learned? Yes, as
my life,

A learned scholar, but not a learned wife.””

(1) The Cambridge Higtory of English Literature, Vol IX,
3. 404 .

(2) WHARTON  (Amne): Colonial Days and Dames,
op. 195-196,
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The effects of such disparagement of women’s
powers, the lack of incentives to learning and the
ridienle, that was offered to the few who would
learn, had a disastrous effect in shaping the opinion
of the women themselves with regard to their
right to education and books. They would fain
continune for ever on the established folkways of
traditional ideas. Many an Indian of fo-day may
hear within the walls of his home an uynmistakable
echo of the emphatic words ‘“Book larnin® don’t do
no good to a woman”’ uttered by an American lady
about a couple of generations ago* Indeed the
obstinate feminine conservatism which keeps fhe
Second Law at bay and wallows with self-
complacency in a book-less, education-less state
reminds one of the victims of Comus, who are

i

v e . . changed
Into some brutish form of wolf, or bear,
Or ounce or tiger, hog, or bearded goat,

And they, so perfect in their misery,

Not once perceive their foul disfigurement,

But boast themselves more comely than
before.”’

However dogged custom has been, during the
slow passage of many eenturies, to keep ‘EDUCA.
TION’ and its companion the Seecond Law of
Library Secience on one side of the sex-ine, if is

(1) WOODY (Thomas): 4 History of Women's Education
in the United States, Vol I, p. 132,

(2) MILTON (Johm): Comus, 6475,
F—13
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certain that in this age of .social “unresf, when
practically every custom and institution of every
society is exposed to the wunsparing scrufiny of
critical minds, women and women’s right to
edneation and books have been thrust into the
forefront of discussion. The whole vexed question
of the woman’s ‘sphere’ and of her education
viewed in the light of that ‘sphere’ has engaged
the minds of men for more than a generation and
is, at present, nearly seitled in the only right
manner admissible,  If is now admitted that even
University education is desirable for at least a
great number of women. That education will unfit
woman to be wife and mother, that the physical
strain will be too great, or that she is intellectually
incapable of mastering higher branches of learn-
ing, were serions arguments a genseration or two
ago and unguestionably acted ag impediments, but
are now only slumbering memories in the social
mind of a busy world and come fo the centre of
consciousness only in some sequestered nocks, still
undisturbed by the effects of the Great War, The
anfediluvian view, which would utlerly resirict
the woman, making her af best a folerably infelli-
gent and obedient slave, is already vanishing., The
worst view that may now be folerated is that
which would give her a measure of freedom by

taking a half-step forward towards her edueation,

arguing that, by this cultivaled-mother influence,
thie life of society may be improved at the very
fountain-head.  Buf the most radieal view, that
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is fast gaining ground, would propose absolute
equality of opportunity in eduncation ‘and in
political, social and economic life, maintaining that
a woman need not, unless she herself so desires,
pay her obligation {o sociefy, biologically, any wmora
than man, buf should be equipped so as to be
equally free fo choose a literary, scienfific or
industrial career,

#o far we have seen only the first phase of
the war on the sex barrier. The Second Law of
Library Science had no part in- this phase of the
war, It was all left to its precursor ‘EDUCATION
FOR ALL’. But the campaign against sex-
distinetions involved more battles than that againgt
class distinctions, Xven after the sex-barrier was
breken threugh by its companion, the Second Law
was not able to 'march in freely. For, until the
jatest radical view began to appear on the scene,
people argued “Yes. Education is necessary for
a woman and she is capable of it. But woman’s
education to prepare her for her allotted sphere—
the home—ean be obiained through apprenticeship
to her mother, in the home. There is no need for
any formal schooling or book-learning, which
would lead her away from the hearth’.

The little learning I have gained
Is all from simple nature drained}

was a correct description of the state of affairs
in the latter half of the last eentury, a state which

(1) WOODY {Thomas): 4 History of Women's Educution
in the United States, Vol I, p. 328, :
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was not favourable for the success of ‘BOOKS
FOR WOMEN",

Fortunately, however, even before the radical
view asserfed itself and blew up the sex-barrier,
it came to be realised that such a natural process
of education is not practicable in the crowded life
of to-day, that formal education and book-learning
are necessary even for cooking, nursing, and the
care of children. The increasing incapacity of the
home to hold the monopoly of the education of its
daughters and the changing conception of education
did much to prepare the public mind {o receive the
gospel ‘EVERY WOMAN TOO HER BOOK.
Hven agsuming that the sphere of the woman was
the home, it came to be realised that home-
making is at once an art and a science. It is a
progressive art and a developing science. It has
a serious organic contact with the Fine Arts on the
one side and the severest sciences on the other.
It would include, for example, care of children,
nursing, first aid, foods and nutrition, of course,
cooking, marketing, laundering, millinery, sewing,
budget-making and thrift, kitchen-gardening and
horticulture, home hygiene, home sanifation, home
decoration, the making of simple repairs, home
courtesies and obligations of family and family
lifet 'While such is the complex of clements
involved in the profession of home-making, women

(1} School and Society, Vol. XXXIL, p. 279. ‘Home Econo-
mics in the Curviculum.’
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ought to be constantly trained for these duties as
men are irained for their trades and professions.

There is much in the plea, ‘““When the other
sex are to be instructed in law, medicine or divinity,
they are favoured with pumerous instifutions
richly endowed, with feachers of the highest talents
and acquirements and with expensive libraries . .
‘Woman’s profession embraces the care and nurs-
ing of the body in the eritical periods of infaney
and sickness, the {raining of the buman mind in
the most impressible period, childhood, the instrue-
tion and | control of servants, and most of the
government and economiecs of the family estate.
These duties of women are as sacred and important
as any ordained to man; and yet no such
advantages for preparation have been accorded
to her’”.) While such a veproach was justifiable
till about three or four decades ago, every effort
i now being made 1n all forward couniries to have
that reproach removed by a proper orientation of
the initial education at school and by a profuse
supply of books for that education to be continued
to the end of one’s life. ‘EVERY WOMAN HER
BOOX” is the .guiding motto of the librarieg of
to-day. They now take cave to see that their books
reach behind the purdak, They endeavour, for
example, ‘‘{o get all molhers, whose names appear
in the official records of birth when a new baby

{1} BEECHER  {Catherine) and STOWE (Harriet) :
Prinoiples of Domegtic Bclence, pp. 15-14: quoted in Woody's
Higtory of Women's BEducotion in the Uniled Sfates
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comes into the home, into contact with the Library’s
book-service on the eare of children’” Such a
discriminating distribution of books in restrieted
fields of knowledge marks the second stage.

It is however in the third phase of the war
that the sex-barrier was complefely overthrown
in the march of the concept ‘BOOKS FOR ALLC
This phase is taking shape only in the present
ceninry. It began with a critieal investigation
into the inherited tradition about the ‘woman’s
sphere’ and about the ‘woman’s inferiority’ in
matfers intellectual. The first to lay the axze to
the root of the psendo-scientific opinion of the
pineteenth century was Karl Pearson. In his
paper of 1897 enfitled *“Variclion in man and
woman’’? he clearly demonsirated that there was,
in fact, no indication of greater male variability,
when actnal anatomieal measurements of actual
human beings are treated with mathematical
insight. After a rigorous siatistical examination
of varied anatomical data, ke concluded his Jong
paper in his characieristic carping manner with
the words ““I ... assert thai the present resulls
show that the greater variability often claimed for
men remains as vet a quite unproven pringiple . . .
The ‘“*sequacity” exhibited by the mmultitude of
semi-selentific writers on evolution is possibly a
sign of the very small capacity for intellectual

(1) Bssays Offered to Herbert Pulmem . . . on Hip
Thirticth Anniversary as Librarian of Congress, p. 368,

(2} PEARBON (Karl}: The Chancey of Death and Othor
Studies n Hvolution, Vel I, pp. B36-377

TI1  FEvipence oF EXpERiMENTaL PSYCHOLOGY 103

3 L5 .
variation possessed by the literary male”” The
evidence collected by Karl Pearson was extended

and corroborated by the further statistical data

published by Montague and Hollingworth in the
American Journal of Sociology in October, 1914

This anatomical investigation was followed by
the psychological demenstration of the absolute
absence of sex difference in mental variability by
the elaborate mental tests carried out by Trabue,
Courtis, Terman and Pyle. Agdin, there was the
fime-hononred traditional opinion that the fume-
fional periodicity has an anfavonrable effect on
woman’s mental capacity., Havelock Fllis, for
example, makes the sweeping. remark that the
monthly physiolegical eycle “ipfluences thmuglmu;
the month the whole of a woman’s physical anfi
psychic organism” Dr. Hollingworth’s expert-
mental investigation of 1914 into thig allegation
disclosed, on the contrary, that the data, gathered
by her, undermined rather than supported such
opinions.®

After experimental psychology thus estabf
lished that the division of labour between the sexes,
which had existed throughout historie times, ‘wasg
not the result of psychological differences at all,
and that women are as competent intellectually as

(1) PRARSON (Xarly: The Chances of Death ond Other
Studics in Bvolution, Vol. 1, pp. 370377 .

{3) BLLIS {Havelock): Men and Women, p. 284 .

(3) HOLLAINGWORTH (Leta Btatter): Funetional 1’gﬁo§i-
oity, being No. 60 of Teechers’ College Studics of the Ce}la.zmma.
University. : :
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men to undertake any and all human voeations, it
came to be realised that ‘“the education of women,
especially in the higher stages, will make available
to the country a wealth of capacity that is, now,
largely wasted through lack of opportunity’™ and
it even came to be argued that an educated woman,
a woman when given ‘HIR BOOKS' “‘is a far better
and surer guarantee of the edueation of the com-
ing generation than a literate man”? Then came
the opportunity for the Second Law fo break
through the sex-barrier and iriumphantly pro-
claim, ‘‘Yducation should develop women’s tastes
and aptitudes precisely as men’s. The rights of
women {o choose their books should be precisely
the same as those of men. The books that I dis-
tribute should be different, not on the ground that
the one is a man and the other a woman; buf, they
should be different only on the ground that each
is an individual”’,

Thus, the Second Law of Library Science is
now no longer satisfied with offering to women
hooks on Home-making or with books of orthodox
devotion; on the other hand if insists that all books
have a perfect right fo enter any home for the
benefit of all the members of the home irrespective
of sex,

(1) INDIAN BTATUTORY COMMISSION: Interim Report |

. Roview of the growth of Rducation in British India by the awsi-

Yary committes (known as the Hartog Cemmitlee} appoiuted by
the Commission, p. 181,

(2) Ibid, p. 151.




I} Taz Riemr or CouvNtry-roLE 1o Booxs 105

Prar Crrv-rorr axp 1an CouNTry-roLE

_ A third antithesiz that had fo be evercome by

the concept ‘BOOKS FOR ALIL’ was that between
the city-folk and the country-folk. The municipal
toll-gate seems to have held up the Second lLaw
even longer than the income-line or the sex-barrier.
‘We have seen that the ineome-line was nearly
erossed in most countries about half-a-century ago.
We have also notficed that the sealing of the sex-
barrier was begun at least a generation back. But
the cry ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’ -was able to get
beyond the city-walls only im our days. To be
nore precise, the right of the country-folk to hooks
came to be respected in most of the countries only
after the Great War. Although fhe first syste-
matic travelling iibrary service was inaugurated
by Marvland and Obio as early ag 1905 it is only
in the last decade or so that serious effort is
made by most of the nations to supply fthe
inhabifants of the scattered couniry-side with the
books they want.

That the country-folk lack the opportunity for
learning and culture is clear from the contempt
that is suppressed In the ¥nglish word ‘Rustie’
and the Tamil word ‘Naltuppurattan’® - It is also
indicated by the ecommon connofation of the
Sanskrit epithet ‘Gramyae’? In his Hellenica,
Xenophon mnaively suggests by implication that

(1) Literally means a villager.
{2} Grame means s village while Grampe means vulgar.

.14
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habitual residence in villages would be enough to
deprive one of some of the commonest rights and
privileges. He says, “They did nof, howsver,
dispossess them of the presidency of the shrine of
Olympian Zeus, even though it did not belong to
the Eleanos in ancient times, for they thought that
the rival clatmants were counlry people’ (italies
mine}. Such a differential view has been persist-
ing all through the centuries. Xannah More, for
example, “would not ‘banish ignorance’ from the
villages; vice she would have ousted if she could,
buf knowledge, except of their duties and their
‘place’ she would have advised her . . . villagers
to leave o their betters’™ in the urban areas.
The fact is that, even af a very early slage,
the inereasing complexities and the grave menaces
attendant on the civie problems of a crowded eity
made out a girong plea for ‘KDUCATION FOR
ALL? and ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’ in fthe case of the
city-folk, That inexorable mistress, Necessity,
however, did not, for long, pnt a similar pressure
in regard io the counfry-folk. While the conse-
guences of ignorance and laek of books are
immediate in an urban area, they are lafent and
become visible only véry late in rural areas.
Nevertheless, the farmers of the village form
& most 1mportant class in a country. Tilling the
iand is one of mwan’s fundamental and original
ocoupations. Adam was a gardener and Abraham,

(1) XBENOPHON: Hellenioq, Book Iil, Section T¥, Sub-section
{30); page 215 of Vol I of the Loeb Classical Library.
{2) ARHBY (M. K.): The Country School, p. 29
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& shepherd. Agriculture feeds the world., It ealls
for progressive skill and the nafional need of an
alert, adaptable peasantry ean be met only by
extending the use of books fo the country-side.
Bven in an industrial country like Hngland, where
only 20 per cent live in villages and the cifies form
the ehief cenires of preduction, it is felt that the
future of the nation would be jeopardised if the
handful of people whe live in the country-side are
not given THEIR BOOKS, How mnch more
serious and vital shounld be the yural library
problem in our land, where, even confining ourselves
to British India, only 12.9 per cent of the popula-
tion of 247 millions live In fowgs . . . there are
only 29 eities with a population of 100,000 or
over . . . and 2100 towns with a population
between 5,000 and 100,000, while the nmmber of
Vil}.a.ges is not far short of half a millien?
Fuarther, the Indian towns and eities are not com-
parable in their funection fo the indusirial fowns
and cities of England. As Mr. V. Ramaswamy
Ayyar, the learned president of the Indian Mathe-
matical Society, humoronsly remarked in a recent
Retreat of the Iniernational Fellowship, the fune-
fion of most of the Indian towns ig like that of the
receiver of an air pump. Very little of their stir
and bustle iz due to productive activities, They
are largely engaged in sucking the wealth that is

(1) TNDIAN STATUTORY COMMISSION; Interim Report,
Review of the growth of Fdueation in Britidh Indis by the suxiliary
Committes appointed by the Commission (eommonly known as the
Hartog Report), p. 87.
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produced in the villages and discharging it beyond
the seas. It is in view of this, that the Linlithgow
Commission recorded, *‘It is upon the homes and
flelds of her cultivators that the strength of the
country and the foundations of her prosperity must
ultimately res{’’? :

But, in the present sfate of international
competition and struggle, the agrieultural and
other rural industries are proving to be more and
more futile and less and less worthwhile, if earried
on in the old time-honoured methods of produetion
and marketing., The chief needs of these rural
industries are the daily sfimulus of new ideas and
the constant provision of insirmetion in sueh ideas.
New methods in farming are being invented from
vear to vear, and new markets have to be found
from fime fo fime. Inter-communications that are
being established in ways bitherto undreamt of
have to be understood and machinery and labour-
gaving devices are in urgent need of adoption,

Till recently families lived on the land and
produced by hand nearly all that they ate or wore.
The oxen and the wooden plough were about all
the labour-saving deviees at hand. People made
their own buiter, candles and clothing, evaporated
their own salt, and ground their corn in primitive
hand-operated mills. Business was carried on
ehiefly by barter. Buf, in the shori period of one
generation, epoch-making inventions in agrieul-

(1) ROYAL COMMISSION ON AGRICULTURE IN INDIA:
Eeport, p. 61,
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tural machinery and methods have been perfected
and are being introduced elsewhere. At such a
flux, the ‘SCHOOI, OF BOOKS’ must constarntly
supplement the school of practical experience,

Improvements in marketing have also contri-
buted mmeh to the need for a progressive peasantry
and to the need for the freguent feeding of fhe
peasantry on books and magazines. No longer
have small loads of produce fo be taken over a
muddy road to be sold or exchanged. Good metal-
led road and the motor-truck and a net-work of
railroad and the parcel express have greaily
changed the methods of transport. The steam-
ship and the motor-boat gather up the produets
and quickly deliver them in the world’s great
markets. The betels of Kumbakonam have now
to find a market in Madras and far-off Benares.
The plantains of Hrode have to be marketed
throughout the province, and so too the fruils of
the orchards and vinevards of Coorg. The cofton of
Tinnevelly and the ypaddy of Tanjore have fo
search for markeis overseas. Farm-produecls can
no longer be bartered in the village. They have
to be judiciously sold in exchange for humdies.
These conditions will not be temporary or transient.
They have come to stay and, year by year, they
will become more and more pronounced. From
now on, we may look upon farming as being a
capitalised industry, calling for knowledge and
executive ability and attracting men of capital and
brains. The man of small energy or capacity and
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the man lacking in growing. scientific knowledge
will find it increasingly difficult to aveid being
pushed to the wall. We can no longer depend upon
a peasantry perpetually steeped in ignorance and
confined to traditional ways. If the country is to
keep abreast of the world, the peasantry must be
constantly lifted from their ruls and be enlighfened
with the most up-to-date scientific and economic
facts and ideas. How will this be possible exeept
through books and periodicals? Can we any
longer afferd to delay giving the COUNTRY-
FOLK THEIR BOOKS?

Nor is it left o the city-folk to demy their
rural brethren the pleasures of books and the other
amenities of life. For, in the words of the recent
Royal Commission on agriculture, “Upon the
ancient structure of village life, certain influeneces
are at work which must sooner or later profoundly
modify its characteristic self-sufficiency and which,
in some parts of the country, have already begun
to produce their effects™. “The &evelopment‘ of
commuinieations and the consequent quickening
and cheapening of travelling facilities are bringing
the villages info eloser touch with urban areas

 contact with towns introduces new ideas and
desire for better conditions of living'. The
farmer’s life is, in fact, mentally changing. The
old isolation and the narrow provincialism are
rapidly ending. He and his wife will, no Zongez:,
he markedly ‘‘of the country”. They, and parti-
cularly their children, dress much better than
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formerly, 'The movements of the family are no
longer limited by the locomotive power of its
bullock. The inter-urban bus will take them fo
town almosi any hour and a frip fo ftown, which
lately comsumed the betier pari of a day, is now
only a matter of an hour or so. It is easy fo go
in the evening after the day’s work is done. The
cinema and the theatre, once unkunown, now offer
their  attractions. City  eonnections-—financial,
social and polifical—are established. The children
attend the High Sechool in the neighbonving fown
or city, copy town ways and form new friendships
there. The social horizon is thus greatly enlarged.
Marriages arve accordingly made 4t much greater
distances than formerly and with new social
classes,

This rapid and intensive infermingling of the
eity-folk and the country-folk would lead fhe latter
fo demand for themselves all the facilities fhat the
former enjoy. Farm-workers and farmers would
begin to argne “We pay our foll to the excheguer
as much as the cify. Then, why this differential
treatment? Why shounld the city-folk alone have
their City-Libraries and all the amenifies that
cenire round them? Why should not the State
provide us with similar Iibrary and other facilities?
We too have brains. 'We too want to improve our
knowledge of the world. We too wani fo be up-
to-date in our methods of work. We too want
‘OCR BOOKS’ . Modern democracy has invested
such awakened peasants with the power fo:
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‘DEMAND THEIR BOOKS’ if they are not
voluntarily fortheoming, and to make their demand
heard. Such, in fact, was the genesis of the first
systematic travelling library.

“In Washington County, Maryland, there
lived many people who had few books to read, for
whorn buying books was too ecostly a proeedure, but
who were hungry for good literature. Some of
these people come to Miss Mary L. Titcomb of the
Hagerstown free Lbrary and ashed that books be
sent to them (italics mine) . . . This gave Miss
Titcomb the idea that a wagon fitted with book-
shelves and laden with a wide assortment of books,
going over the mountain roads to the homes, would
be a splendid way of giving the people a chance
to read . . . This was in 1905, In 1910 the horse
and wagon gave way io the aulomobile. Now
nearly 300 counties have followed the example of
Hagerstown, Maryland.””*  Nay, the counties of
several other parts of the world are also beginning
to follow that example. If is the initial demand
of the country-folk of Maryland that siaried the
idea.

The wise administrators of the Carnegie Unifed
Kingdom Trust have shown how to create in
villagers a demand for books, in case they are
oblivious either of the benefit of the use of books
or of their right to demand them. We have it on

(1) FELTON (Ralph, A.) and MARJORIE (Beal): The
JXibrary of the Open Road, being Bulletin No. 188 of Corncll
Eaztension Bulletin, pp. 14-15
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the anthority of no less a person than Sir William
Robertson, the first Vice-President of the Trust.
In deseribing the genesis of the Rural Libraries
of Great Brifain, he said: ““We baited our hook very
generously. We said ‘We will not only undertake to
provide the Capital outlay, but also undertake to
provide maintenance for five years’, so that the
Iocal authority—always in tferror of rates—need
have no fears on the ground of having to increase
the rates. We had to lnre them en; as we were
eonvineed that by the time the five years had
expired a real, abiding appetite for reading would
have been—not creafed, because i was latent, it
was there—but discovered; so that i the local
aunthorities at the expiry of that period were re-
actionary and wanted {o go baek on the seheme, they
wonld not be allowed to do so by the people. We
went from county to county . . . We did not wait
to be approached by them, we were the inifiators
of the scheme, and we took the initial step of
inviting them fo consider such an offer”.* Such a
deliberate, calculated campaign for less than a
decade® was enough to carry ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’
beyond the city-walls and to spread it trinmphantly
into all but three of the counties of England, As
a resulh, the demand of the HEnglish country-folk
for ‘THEIR BOOKS’ became so insistent that
Parliament had to provide by the Amending Act

(1) The Proceedings of the Carnsgie Bural Library Confer-
<noe held on November 9nd and Brd, 1620, p. 12, ’

(2) The dflrst County-Ubrary Scheme of Tmgland was
inaugurated in Staffordshire jn 1916. ' '

P15
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of 1919" for a Rural Library Scheme on a county
basis and to appeint a Public Libraries Committes
in 1924 ‘“fo enquire into the adequacy of the library
provision’> and io explore, among other things,
““the means of extending and completing such
provision, throughout England and Wales’'?

The recent reforms have invested the Indian
ryots also with a similar power to demand THEIR
BOOKS and to ask for a nation-wide Rural
Library Scheme, with all the latest amenities that
go with it, It may not be long before they realise
the possession of this power and exereise it That
day ean be hastened by inducements such as their
conitemporaries In Britain received from the
Carpegie United Kingdom Trust. Hven if there
is no such prospeel for the ryots of India, syste-
matic and coufinued propaganda by bodies like the
Madras Labrary Association ean do much to carry
the message of the Second Law te the country-
side and to open the eyes of the villagers to the
use of books and to their right te have them.

Bui, even from a narrower and strictly seifish
point of view, the city-folk would be well advised
to concede to the demands of the Second Law to
give the COUNTRY-FOLK 7TOO THEIR
BOOKS. 1t is to their interest to help in the
reduction of the ever-increasing drift of the popu-

. (%) Law Reports, ‘Statutes,” B and 10 George V, Chapler
83, Beetion 1,
{2} PUBLIC LIRRARI®S COMMITIER: Report oa Public
Libravies e Englond and Wales, p. 8.
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lation from the village to the city. Various causes
excite such a drift; but there are some whose
effects can be minimised by a judicious capitulation
to the Second Law of Library Science.

Take, for example, one such cause, clearly set
forth by the Linlithgow Commission. The village
fellows of an edneated boy ‘‘regarded him as
possessing a qualification in virtue of whieh, he
could, almost for the asking, obfain employment
of & kind which was beyond their veach . . . This
hasg contributed fo the drift of educated boys from
the village to the town, which still continues though
the conditions which gave rise fo it are rapidly
changing. The supply of educated men for ovdi-
nary routine work under Government and in
business-houses nearly exceeds the demand . . .
In so far as it is accembuated by the drift of
edncated boys from the villages to the towns, there
to swell the ranks of the educated unemployed, if
ean, in our view, only be remedied by the spread
of eduneation in rural areas in combinalion with an
improvement n the amenitics of village life. Tt is
hopeless to endeavour te put the clock back by
restricting edueation to a minimum’”™ (ifalics
mine),

Thig tendency to drift spreads easily from the
boy to the parent. A large majority of farmers
have at least two fo four months of leisure during
sammer, These summer monthg induce a vacation

(1} Royal Commission on Agriculture in India; Report, p. 588,




116 Tue Spcoxp Law avp Its Strvcers [Caar.

habit.  Accordingly, the farmer spends a few
sommers with his son or daughter ‘‘in town® or
in some distant city, leaving his lands in the care
of a hired agent. The attractions of the ity
entice hirn and his family, to sueh an exteni, that
he remts his lands fo tenants, often closing down
hig village-house entirely, and the whole family
moves to fown to enjoy its social and educational
advantages. The next step—he goes home, sells
out and comes bhack to setile permanently in the
ity with no more thought about the village and
farm. One of the most important soeial qnestions,
now facing those inferested in rural welfare, is how
to prevent this purposeless drift.

Even if an educated boy has got the strength
of mind to go back to the village, the dreary condi-
tions prevailing there, the absolute lack of means
of intellectual recreation and of guidance in his
daily pursuits leads to one of {wo results, Hither
he comes in time to neglect and finally lose sight
of his serious interests, fall into a morbid state of
mind and becomes a lifelong vietim to eards or
he rans back to town dreading the dullness of
village life.

Apart from disastrous economic conseguences,
such a drift to the city unnecessarily adds to the
econgestion in the cities, increases the cost of living
of the city-folk and renders the maintenance of
Public Health more difficult and more costly. The
fact is, the country needs a new rural class and new
conditions in the rural parts to keep them to their
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raral duties and funections. This necessitates
inevitably books in the villages—books of all kinds
—g0 that the long engagementless summer may
be endurable and so that the inquiring mind may
find food ready fo hand without wandering to the
towns to seek for it. Once the Rural Library
Scheme is started, it can be—in other countries it
has been—made to extend its sphere far beyond
books. It will send fo villages cinema-reels and
lantern slides, both for recreation and for informa-
tion. It will help in the organisation of musical
concerts, lectures, dramas and exhibitions of all
kinds. Tt will endeavour to function up fo every
new opportunity for service reasonably within its
field. Further, ag a centre for the community life,
the Rural Library has certain advantages over
other rural institutions. It is common property
for all and has a democracy about it which the
temple and the mutl do not, as a rule, have.

In fact, if the Law ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’ be
allowed fo cross the ecity-walls, it will atiempt to
invest the village with all the possible amenities
and intellectual opportunities that have been, till
now, found only in urban areas. In this way a
progressive Rural Libravy Scheme will become a
powerful ageney in minimising the undesirable drift
from the village to the city.

Although it is our infenfion to reserve all
technical details to a later volume of this series,
the supreme importance of the Rural Library
Scheme for India will justify a short digression
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into the problem of the osganisation of village
libraries. 'While a Taluk may ultimately prove to
be the most convenient unit area for the scheme
of rural libraries, at present ii may be more
expedient to start on a District basis. Althongh
the area of a districf may prove to be too large, the
resources of a District Board as well as its capa-
city for sustained work and direciien are mmuch
greater than those of a Taluk Board.

- The inavguration and the initial shaping of
& Distriet Library Service will depend largely on
the resourcefulness and enthnsiasm of the First
Distriet  Libravian. The wunigue educational
activities of one of omr West Coast distriets, I
have reasoms to atiribuie largely fo the appoini-
ment of a resouvceful fuli-timed Educational
Officer, who is given not ounly full freedom but also
ungrudging facilities. Similarly, if any new
scheme like a District Library Secheme is fo prove
5 suceess, the first requisite is the selection and
appointment of a well-frained, resourceful, enthu-
siastiec Librarian as the Library Organiser of the
District. No District Awuthority should commit
the blunder of initiating ifs scheme without this
essential preliminary. If it does, it will be only
atfempting to prove that the scheme won’t work.

If the appointment of the Distriet Librarian
should be the firgt step of the Disirict Board, the
firgt thing that the librarian himsell should do is to
get first-hand knowledge of the people whom he has
o serve. It would be unwise and fatal to start with
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standardised notions about the requirements of the
villagers. Hxperience in other conntries has shown
that villages apparently identical in type actually
noed different standards of books. The County-
librarian of Nottinghamshire gives telling examples
of this in her paper on ‘‘How to start a County
Tibrary Scheme’,' which, by the way, is a very
Ineid exposition of the initial difficulties of &
Distriet Library Organiser. Her first precept is
“Tiyst know your people and’ to do this it is
essential to visit each centre befere opening 1t".

The second step for the Disiriet Organiser is
to enlist the aid of the District 'E_l’ducationa} Qfficer,
the Deputy Imspectors of Schools, the Tahsildars,
the Presidents of the Village Panchayats, the Co-
operative Societies and the others interested in
Rural Reconstruction Work., With their aid and
by persenal investigation, he should select the
most suitable person as the loeal librarian for each
centre. The village teacher, or the village munsif
or the village accountant—whoever is most
popular in the village—should be selected for the
task. By example and precept, the chosen répre-
sentative should be helped to work up the neces-
sary enthusiasm. This inspiring of the local
librarians is an all-important part of organisation.
For this task we want an orgamiser, above all
things keenly enthusiastic himself-—a pergonality

(1} Procecdings of e Second Cownty Librory Conference
held on November 44h fo Gth, 1924, pp. 12.35.
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of more than ordinary tact, patience and capacity
for hard work. It often happens that there is a
deadly faction in the village. It is advisable, in
such cases, to have one local representative for
each faction,

The next step is to advertise the library idea
intensively throughout the area. The vernacular
newspapers of the distrief should be asked to
apnounce the facilities offered by the Distriet
Library as prominently and as freguently as
possible,  Attractive handbills should be widely
distributed in as many ways as possible. First-
clasg posters, with charming colours and eatching
fegends, should be distributed profusely. A
picture of the lovely poster, designed by the Car-
negie United Kingdom Trust fer usge by the
County-libraries of Great Britain, is given in the
aceompanying plate, It rvepresents ““a torch of
fearning on enamelled irou, 17 inches by 13, with a
red cartonche bearing in white lettering the words,
COUNTY LIBRARY".! local festivals and
fairs should be visited and an intensive campaign
of propaganda should be launched on such occasions
with the co-operation of zealous honorary workers.
Look at this accommnt of an American Fair. “All
over an American Fair were found notices ‘Come
and hear our fravel book-talk in the library stall
at 3-0 r.ow., this afternoon’. And a considerable

{1y CABNEGIE UNITED EKINGDOM TRUST: Fiffcenih
Adnnual Beport, p. 33,
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number did come.”™ It reguires enormous work
to carry the gospel of the Second Law into every
village and hamlet and {o drill the national
importance of the work of the Distriet Library into
the minds of the couniry-folk.

Last but not least, a variety of well-built, well-
written, well-illustrated books should be prompily
and regularly served. Both recreative and informa-
tional books should be sent. Some of the informa-
tional books should have a bearing on loeal industries
and inferests, The experience of the local-librarian
of a village in Cambridgeshire is worth guoting.
““ Books bearing on loeal industries—agrienlture and
horticulture—are eagerly looked for, and in this
conuection 1 would refer to a method we have
occasionally to adopt. We freguenily get a book
which we know will be useful fo certain persens
who have mnever made wuse of the lbrary.
In such a case we send the book to the probable
reader with a message suggesting he would glapece
at it and, if he is inferested, keep it for a week or
two. In this way we bhave ecirenlated several
technical books which would otherwise never have
been read. The difficilty in oue such case was to
get the book back again; the borrower had found
if so useful in bis daily work that he could not do
without it. I have no doubf in my own mind that
this gentleman is richer by many pounds already

(1) CARNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM TRUST: Some
Impressions of the Public Library System of the United Siates of
Amerida, p. 84,

P16
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as a vesult of what he hag,learnt about fruit-
packing, efe., from a book I sent him at a venture.
But we have made another friend and created
another reader. I am beginning to believe that
many farmers and gardeners do not realise that
ihere are books in existence which deal exclusively
with their interests and difficulties and it is our job
to correet this notion’’.*

The cireulation of lantern slides should be made
part of the work of the Distriet Library. In some
distriets, I have seen several lanterns, distributed
by the District Board, simply rusting for want of
slides. Not infrequently parts are broken and the
gas jet is clogged with rust. In one place the lens
was so hopelessly coated with oily dirt that, even
after half-an-hour’s cleaning, it could not be
restored to its usual fransparency. With no lack
of co-ordination whafever, several lanterns are to
be found in one and the same centre-—one with
the health-inspector, one with the schoolinspector
and another with the local school—but none in order
and none with slides. The District Library ean
eliminate this wasteful duplication and, what is
more important, circulate slides periodically. It
may send vound also gramophone records and
pieture collections. There are great possibi-
lities again for educational work through
travelling cinematograph shows, which may exhibit
pictures to awaken interest in other couniries, in

{2} Preceedings of the Second County Livrary Conference
held on 4tk to 6ih November, 1924, p. 61,
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nature, in manufactures, in indunstries, in market-

ing methods and in civie hygiene. 1t is good to
enlist sympathy by first showing films based on the
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Sakuniala and so on
and alternate them with more utilitarian and
informational films, In the initial stages, when
the printed word can only be heard when read to
by others and cannot be read by, themselves by the
vast body of illiterates, this side of a Distriet
Library Service will be not only essential but will
also be a good incentive to make the villagers long
for and submit to the rapid liquidation of their
illiteracy, which, again should be one of the tran-
sitory features of the activities-of our District
Libraries for some Iittle fime. '

It may be convenient to have the central
vepository of the Distriet Library at the head-
quarters of the District. It should be designed to
facilitate the work as much as possible. A stack-
room, a packing-room and an office-room will
suffice. At the beginning, one or two convenient
and consecutive rooms in the ground-floor of the
District Board Office may be sufficient, The stafl
must grow with the scheme. But, from the Ve%'y
beginning, there must bé a minimum of one reliable
assistant to do the rouiine work, which would
otherwise occupy too much of the time which the
librarian should spend on organisation, As the
librarian will have to be constantly in the interior
of the Distriet, the assistant should be competent
to be in charge on!such occasions.
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The transport will vary with the local condi-
tiong of the distriet. A distriet like Tanjore ean
exchange boxes of books quife easily with the aid
of its net-work of railways and buslines. In a
distriet like Kurnool the aid of bullock-carts and
carriers may have fo be invoked. But it may not
happen for any Disfriei Librarian ‘‘¢o travel two
days on a maule taking another mule to carry the
books like one of our fellow librarians across the
waler”, as pictured by Ceol. Mitchell? An ideal
method of transport is that of the Iibrary.van. It
may be fitted with shelves to carry abouif a thousand
volumes, from which the villagers and the village-
librarians may make their selection on returning
the volumes which have been read. The librarvian
may himself drive or aeccompany the van in its
rambles through the district. It will also advertise
the Distriet Library Scheme in a very effective
way. This is an economical form of {ransport and
will eliminate the travelling charges of the libra-
rian. The van may visit each centre onee in three
months, The local centres al which the exchange
is to be effected may be any convenient places such
as schools, temples, muits, post offices, stores or
homes. The accompanying fignres show some of
the exchange stations of American villages. The
book-van-day is a gele day in these villages. The
moment the librarian drives the van in, a swarm
of men, women and children surround the van and

{1y Proceedings of the Fifteenth Conference of the Iibrary
Association, p. 78,

T
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i a moment most of its hooks are pulled out of
the shelves.

At the beginning, the Distriet Librarian must
be prepared to  meet, in the villages, with an
atmosphere, absolutely hostile and suspicious.
The reasons for the initial suspicion can, however,
be easily traced. The poor- -paid village teacher,
on whom the actnal work would probably doscen(i
may be already doing more than a fair share of
honorary work and he may not welcome any addi-
tional work., The village munsif may have been
& munsif for several years. He may have developed
deep-rooted scorn for such modern innovations
and hence lack that youth and enthnsiasm which
are essential for rural reconstruetion to-day. A
third factor, more difficult of persuasion, may be
the large land-owner of the village, who views with
suspicion and distrast all attempts at increased
educational facilities which may enable the ryots
of the country-side to think for themselves, Al
these elements of hostility-—the teacher over
burdened with unpaid work, the munsif who has
lost the fire of youth, and the obseurantist Mirasidar
—will strain the fact and the enthusissm of the
Distriet  Organiser to the utmost. Yet with
patience and understanding of local conditions, these
obstacles should not prove insurmountable.

Once these first prejudices are overcome and
the ice is broken, the progress will be smooth and
automatic. At any rate, that has been the experi-
ence elsewhere. Here are some reported cases,
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demonstrating the tremendous reading-potenti-
alities of villagers which only await the necessary
facilities to burst forth inte a kinetie form. The
Iibrarian of fhe County of Surrey reports “One
comes across a young housemsid who enjoys
Katherine Mansfield’s The Garden Party more
than any book she has ever read, because, she “‘likes
the way she writes”. Or it may be a bus-
conductress with as preity a taste in Literature
as any HEnglish Honours student I ever coached.
Then there are boys who have just leff sehool at
that adolescent age when combined laek of employ-
ment and cessation of foermal edneation make such
a sear across our social fabrie. In one of my
branches 1 am toid of several vouths—a telegraph
boy, a railway porter, a delivery boy and a grocer’s
assistant—who every time the library is open make
straight for the shelf containing the hooks on
natural history, hobbies, mechanics and science”’.}
The village-Ibrarvian of Sohan, Cambridgeshire,
reports, “*There Is a cerfain demand for books on
domesiic subjects by young married women who
are anxious to improve on older methods’’? The
same librarian, speaking about the juveniles of her
viliage, remarks, “Their tastes are more catholie
and they generally examine the non-fiction side of
the library, and are learning fo browse among
hooks. Books on inventions, hobbies, and natural

{13y Procecdings of the Third County Library Conference, held
on 18th te 28tk November, 1824, p. 80,

{2y Propcedings of the Second County Library Conference
held on 4tk to Gth November, 1924, p. 58,
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history fascinate them and for this reason one
would have these books more profusely illus-
trated”’? 'Within fwo vears of s existence the
couniy-library of Cambridgeshire hasg disclosed
varied reading intevests. The librarian of Cotten-
hiam, another village of the same counly records,

““There is the shoemaker who refuses everything

but history and bistorical mnovels, who ecannot
believe that people exist in Wake'’s own Country
who have not read Kingsley’s Herewaord; and the
frait-grower who Insists on books on astronomy?’’.®
Another comnty-librarian makes mention of »
gardener devouring every book on gypt which the
village-librarian could procure for him and of a
railway guard reading Sven Iedin’s books of
fravel.

The cheer that the {ravelling library is bring-
ing to the denizens of dreary villages is illugtrated
by a note® reeeived by the Courty-librarian of Kent
from a villager “‘who lives eight and a half miles
from a town and had been supplied with books fo
help her in her study of French literafure”, the
nofe ending with ‘“‘ever so grateful fo vou for
help in consiructing a happy little world for me’.
Again we are told #*The parish of Esclusham Below

(1) Proceedings of the Second Couniy ILibrary Conference
held on 4th to 6th November, 1024, p. 39.

() Procecdings of the »Second County ILibrury Conference
held on 4th to 6th November, 1924, p. 61,

{3) Proceedings of the Second County Librery Confercncs
heid on 4tk fo 6th November, 1024, p. 66,
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in the Denbigshire which has a population of about
1,900 scattered over several mining hamlets, which
has converted 263 of them into constant readers,
igsues about 7,000 volumes a year; and the local
librarian cheerfully reports, ““The Parish Couneil
Members are jubilant over the progress made and
will go to any length fo ensure its future success”.}

We cannot end this section more appropriately
than by quoling the fervent wish for the progress
of the Second Law of Library Science into the
midst of peasants, uttered by the Dean of the New
York State College of Agrienlture. ‘It should
searcely be necessary to say that the educational
system within a county is not complete until there
exists one or more good libraries serving the
entire population. For most rural counties, the
ecounty-library seems to be the answer. Until farm
children and adults alike have convenient and
regular aecess to book-collections suiled to their
varied tastes and wveeds, our national happiness and
progress will fall short of their possibilities. The
time is here when there should be a nation-wide
movement to establish and bring into active use the
library facilities accessible to all farm-homes.””™

(1) Proceedings of the Third County Library Conference
Reld on 18k to 19tk November, 1826, p. 1l

{2} PELTOX (Ralph A.) and BEAL (Marjorie}: The Lz"bmfy-l
of the Open Road, being No. 188 of the Cornell Extension Bulletin,
pp. 3435, ) ' ' '

] LISRARIEG FOR THE ABNORMAL 199

oar NORMAL AND THE ABNORMAL

The next antithesis to be considered—ithe
Normal and the Abnormal—is of a more complex
nature. There are abnormalities of all kinds.
There is the femporarily abnormal sick in the
hospital. There is the removable abnormality of

‘illiteracy. We have the reclaimable abnormal in

the prisoner behind the bars, while the blind and
the deaf and dumb form the classes that are com-
monly deseribed as abnormal. The alf in ‘BOOKS
FOR ALL’ embraces every one of them. The
Seecond Law knows no exception., It can have
no rest until it has arranged for the supply to
EVERY ONE, NORMAL OR ABNORMAL, HIS
OR HER BOOK.

A RBouxp Tamim

Fhe Patient Al this endless confinement to bed!
Those endless eternal—blank—white
walls! How I wish I could run away!

The Psychologist—Soff, my friend, soft. Don’t
work yourself np into that mood. If.
will do you harm.

Our friend has just come fo dis-
euss with us the ways and means to

) remove that tedivm,

The Second Law.Cheer up, Sir, I have brought
with me a trolly full of books. You
will goon see it wheeled from ward
to ward and bed to bed.

17
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The Patient—1 can’t stand the rattle of the trolly.

Lhe Psychologist—( Aside to Seeond Law.} Poor
oid fellow! Worn out nerves! The
slightest scrateh upsets him.

The Second Law-—Don’t be afraid. My trolly is
noiseless, being mpecially built for
hospital wuse. A blind man eannot
know that it is moving.

The Blind Man~—~Ohl—You don’t know how sharp
ouY ears are.

The Second Loaw--Yven so, I am certain, you
can’t hear it

The Patieni—So thoughtful of you. 1 am sorry
for my temper. What hooks have
you brought for ns?

The Second Law.-Beautiful picture books, charm-
ing Art-jonrnals, entertaining novels,
inspiring poetry, a few hymns, Tii-
bits and—-

The Patieni—Ye—es. Your choice 1s wide
enough. Buf, vou have left me out.

The Second Loaw.—How?

The Patient—You see, I have been a Professor
all my life. T care for no reading
which is not heavy.

The Second Law.—~1 would have no objection to
give you what yvou want, but remem-
ber one danger. Suppese your il
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ness takes a bad turn-—God forbid—
then the Doctor will throw all the
blame on the stiff books 1 supplied,
and, who knows, perhaps even cancel
my visitor’s pass!

The Psychologist —You needn’t have that fear any
longer. Perbaps vou don’t know
that 1 am here full-dimed. Send all
kinds of books. 1 shall take care to
give BACH PATIENT HIS BOOK
-1 mean, what he can enjoy without
detriment to his health. Af any rate,
1 shall assume the vesponsibility and
see that the Doclor does not throw the
blame on youn

The Second Low-—I am ever so grateful. What
can I send you, Professor?

The Potient—Some Croce in Italian, if you
please, . . . . . .

Tt is so kind of you to think of
1us, unfortunates.

I am tred; I can’t sit up any
longer. May I, with your permission,
retire!

The Psychologist—Yes, certainly.

Attender! the wheeled chair.

The Second Law—Professor, pass my message on

from bed to bed. When my librarian
goes round with the book-trolly, each
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patient can feil.him his requirement.
Now that the Psychologist is here, 1
can send down anything they ask for.

The Patient—Thank you, God bless you. Good-bye,
for the present.

The Mother of the Dumb~Fancy the old man’s
wigh to grind his lialian even in bed,
The Illiterate—What ts that Groce, Madam?

The Blind Man~—Oh! You don’t know that! If is
Croce, not Groee. Croce is one of the
greatest living philosophers. He is
an Italian, and naturaily he writes in
Ttaliaxn,

The Psychologist—1 am also in charge of the Jocal
jail—I mean, as a Psychologist, I
have also te attend on the prisoners.

The Second Loaw—DBut, what can I do? I was
only the other day that I sent my
Librarian round with the book.van.
That old Jailor there, was hard as
flint. He growled, it appears, “What!
Books for damned murderers!”’
It seems he even insulted my Librarian
gaying, “If yeu don’t have a more
decent way of earning your bread,
take the earliest opportunity to break
into a house, and I shall have a chance
to give you some work.

The Jatlor~—What? When was it?
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The Second Law.—Some months back, 1 think.

The Jailor—Thank God! it was not 1!

- The Psychologist—All that is now an old story.

That old iailor has now been retired.
You do not seem to know how the
recent reforms have humanised every-
thing. That old biting sort of jailor
is gone. They are mnow reeruiting
men of culinre—men with sympathy,
men who want to reclaim the criminals
rather than keep them eternglly in
chains, That is why they wani me
there.

The Jailor—I assure you, Madam, that you wil
ever have my heartiest co-operation
in your philanthropic mission. On
behalf of my predecessor, I tender
you and your librarian, my most
sincere apologies.

The Second Law~—Thank voun, Sir, but I am so
glad to hear of this change. I am
most happy. One difficult probiem
that I had set for this conference is
thus already solved.

The Psychologist—Have you with you the list of
books vou sent the other day?

The Second Law.meere it im.

The Psychologist—It ig all right, so far—as—it—
goes . . . . . But you seem to have
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entirely  forgoften  the  politieal
prisoners.

They would like to have more
serious  books-—Heonomics, Polities,
Metaphysics, Sociology and so on.

The Second Law~—Will they allow such books
inside the prison?

The Psychologist—~Certainly, why not?

After all, it is with the greatest
reluctance that the Government con-
signs these men of eunlture to prison.
It is more to vindicate the Majesty
of Law, than to deprive them of their
liberty.  Sunday-players and Salf-
law-breakers are wusually the fallest
intellectuals of a community. They
go to prison enly for technical offences,
and the Government also is anxious
that such men should be allowed a
good supply of books and periodicals,
lest {heir foreed inaction should end
in morbid melanchely.

The Joilor—Yes, That is the correct policy. I
shall post you this night a Hst of their
requirements.

The Second Law.—T shall take it on hand immedi-
ately it arrives and see that the books
reach you by noon, to-morrow.

But our service cannot be at ifs
best, unless we get into personal touch
with our readers.

4
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The Jailor—That is easily done. I shall put your
Librarian on our weekly visitor’s hist.
‘Will that do?

The Second Low~Ideal.

The Blindmon—TLadies and gentlemen, I am glad
vou do all that for those who arve shut
in prisons, What about us who are
shut in perpetual daykness? 1 hear
that the last census revealed that we
are no less than 479,637 in pumber.

The Second Law.—Indeed, that is my next point
for disenssion. )

I am aware that fifteen persons
in every ten thousand are blind in
your country.’

But, T have books for you alse.

The Jailor—What? Can the blind read?

The Second Law—Yes, the Braille-books. The
blind can read them with the tips of
their fingers.

The Jailor—It’s news te me. Do they look like
real ‘books? _

The Second Law—~Yes, only they are very bulky.
The Bible forms 38 volumes measur-
ing 10 inches by 134 inches by 2; while
a novel by Seoit or Dickens makes

€1) Census of India, 1921, Vel 11, Part 1%, Tablee, p. 4L
(2) Census of Indie, 1921, Vel 1, Part I, Report, P 211,
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from 8 to 10 velumes of like dimen-
sions.! Further they are very heavy.
Each Braille-volume weighs 5 1bs.?
Still, as the blind cannot go to the
library, they are usually sent by post
and the post office charges only a
nominal rate,

The Illiterate——Are the letters simple? Can we

learn them?

"ke Psychologist—Why should vou go to that.

_ You have your sight and vou can learn
the ordinary script.
 The Braille-hooks are not written
in the usual script. The letiers are
made of raised points arranged in
accordance with a code,

The Joilor—When was it invented?

The Second Law.—Long ago. Nearly a century
~ago. In fact the first bhook for the
~ blind produced in the United Kingdom
was in 18272  The first complete edi-
tion of the Bible in Braille was
produced in 1890.*

The Blind man—What! a century back! Where

~ can we get them?

(1) THE CABNEGIE UNITED KINGDOM TRUST: First
Annual Beport, p. 13.

(2) PUBLIC EIBRARIES COMMITTEE: Report on Pubiie
Fibraries in Englond and Wales, p. 142,

{3} Encyclopediv Britanndies, 14th Bdn, Vol IiT, p. 721

{4) FEncyclopedia Britannice, 14th Bdn., Vel I, p. 723,

11 Lasrany ror zie Brixp 137

The Second Law.—Most of the countries have now
established & Nationsl Library for
the Blind. England had if founded
as early as 18827  America had it
shortly  thereafter. Germany, in
1894% and-w

- The blind man~—What about us here?

The Second Law—The movement is spreading. It
- has recently come to China and it may

reach here at no distant date.

The blind man—~Till then?

The Segond Low-——lingland and America will
gladly serve you.

The blind mon—Have they enough volumes?

The Second Low.—Oh, yes. In England alone, the
stock exeeeds 100,000 volumes.

The Jarbor.—A hundred thousand volumes for the
blind!

The Psychologist—Books are the main solace, you
know, which these afflieted with blind-
Ness POSSess.

The Jador—Are they popular?

The Second Law:—Yes., The borrowers of the
British Bibrary for the blind exceed
10,000, while the annual issue has gone
beyoud 50,000, It was only the other
dayv that the Queen gave away prizes

. (1) Librarian’s Guide, 1828-9, ed. by Mark Meredith, p. 66,
(2) Minerva Jehvbueh, 1920, Vel I, p, 1387,
F—18
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to the blind children who used the
libraries most effectively.

The Illiterate—What kind of things do they read?

The Psychologist—All kinds of things of course.
The requirements of the blind do not
differ materially from those of others.
The standard of intfelligence 1s as
high, and certain of the faculties
are mnot infrequently more highly
developed.

The blind man~Why, we have one among us here
who is an expert in wateh and clock
repair. He is now having a roaring
business and his sighted competitors
use their eyes fo gaze af his suecess
in wonder and envy.

The Second Law~—~There are now several blind
boys who appear for Universily
examinations and gel fheir degrees,

The Illiterate~Then, we are worse than the blind,

The blind man—Yes, as the Lord said, ‘‘Having
eyes, see ye not’?

The Second Law~—You can easily help yourself.

The Iliterate~But, 1 can’f read.

The Recond Law—If you go fo the library, you
can have books read to vou. There

(1) PUBLIC LIBRARIES COMMITIEE: Repert on Pubiic
Libravies in Englend and Woles, p. 141,
{(2) 8t Mark, VIII 18.
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are readers . specially appointed for
the purpose-—

The Psychologist—And, in the meantime you can
learn to read and write.

The lliterate.—I should love to. But can I?

The Psychologist—The library has a elub for the
liguidation of illiteracy. Have your-
self envolled in it and in six months
you can yourself read. without help.

The Dliterate~May 1 bring my wife with me?
She foo would like to learn.

The Jatlor~Yes. Your granny tcol

The mother of the dumb.—Now, what about my
child, He is deaf and dumb.

The Second Law~—He is no special problem for
me, provided he can read and write.

The mother of the dumb~He cannot, that is my
trouble,

The Second Law~—Then send him frst to my
sister, “EDUCATION FOR ALL™.
She will readily equip him with the
power to read and wrife. Perhaps
our friend the Psychologist may be
able to give you more information.

b

The Psychologist—1It is now quite easy to teach
the deaf and dumb. 1 shall arrange
for if.

The mother of the dumb.—After he learns, can you
give him hooks?
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The Second Law.—With great pleasure. I am hers
for that.

The mother of the dumb-—Have you ever come
across deaf and dumb readers?
The Second Low-—Any number. Here is one of
the latest reports to hand' “‘Across
the desk of one reader’s adviser a
young girl passed a slip of paper.
Upon if were written the words:—
“1 only went through the fifth
grade. Can you tell me some books
to help me upwards.”’ -

The girl was deaf and dumb. She
sat down beside the adviser at her
desk and they wrote their messages to
each other on a large sheet of paper.

“How old are you?”’ wrofe the
adviser.

“Nineteen,”” she wrote in her
turn, “I am a folder in a laundry. 1
like poetry, but I also wani to know
some faets.

The girl returned again and again
for meore books, encouraged by the
knowledge that she could learn through
her own ability to read.””

{1y Adult Education end the Idbrary, Vol I, p. 26

111 Tus Cuorus or Movery Lapzary Movament 141

The mother of the dumb.—Sweet girll 1 wish my
son could have that solace, granted
him.

The Second Law-—~The very purpose of my exist-
ence is to give it to him,

All sing in a chorus:

There’s room for all
Yot not the mean

Or learned dean
Restrict the books
T’ a favoured few.
We’ve Books for all.

~ Books for the rich
And Books for the poor
Books for the man
And Books for the dame.

Books for the giek

And Books for the fit
Books for the blind

And Books for the dumb.

Books for the bungler

And Books for the wrangler _. Sy
Booka for the burgher

And Books for the cotfer,

Books for the lettered
And Books for the fettered
We've Books for all

For one and all
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A stranger slips in singing:.
Books for all; yes, Books for all
If and only if you add
Books for the land
And Books for the sea.

The Jailor—May 1 know, sir, to whom I am
speaking?

The Stranger—I am an ordinary sailor, sir. My
vessel touched this port last night. As
I wag strolling along the streef, your
chorus caught my ear. The porter
told me that vou were having a
Books-forthe-abnormal-Round - Tabie,
and the old man was kind enough fo
let me in.

The Jarlor—I am sorry, you are too late. We are
just breaking up.

The Sailor—Did our elaim engage your altention
at all, siv?

We are the most abnormal people
on earth, spending all our days on
water, floating from end to end of this
vagt world.

The Second Low.—T am taking it up as a question
by itself. You may rest assured that
you won’t be forgotten.

Tar Layp axp TEE SEA
‘While the antitheses between the rich and fhe
poor, the male and the female, the town and the
country, and the normal and the abnormal, have
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been, from fhe beginning, engaging public atien-
tion with varying results, the anfithesis befween
the land and the sea seems to bave, for long,
suffered neglect becamse ‘Out of sight’s out of
mind’. The sea-faring people spend most of their
time away from their home and their requivements

and handicaps are seldom realised by those that

lead a settled life on land. Nevertheless, even in
India, which is not very prominent in her mari-
time activities and enterprises, as many as 600,000
persons' spend more time on water than on land.
Fiven if their case is brought to our mind, the
problem of giving EVERY MAN AT SEA HIS
BOOK bristles with diffienities. In the wonds of
the Executive Commitfee of the Carnegie United
Kingdom Trust, “conditions inseparable from life
at sea combine in creating obstacles fo an organised
service. The impraecticability of financial support
from local rates; the constant changes, except in
large companies, in shipg’ crews; uncerfainties in
the movements of tramp ships; the need for
exchange facilities in many of the prinecipal ports
of the world—all these factors contribute to the
diffioulty of the problem’ * S8till the Second Law
of Library Seience insists that such difficulties are
not insurmonutable, and should be selved. In
response to its insistence, England founded, in
1919, “the Seafarers’ ITidueation Service, which
atterapts to supply ships with books on an ambi-

(1) Census of Ingia, 1821, Vol T, Part II, p. 204,
{2} Thirteenth dAnnual Report, p. 31
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tions scale, as regards both prganisation and choice
of books . . . In May of that year the World
Association for Adult Hducation ealled together
representatives of the owners and maritime trade
unions and the mission societies, A permanent
commission was thereupon appointed fo imdertake
the work of providing libraries as part of a
complete edueational scheme for seafarers’’?
Experience soon showed that seafarers would
read the best books and would treat them with
respect., On long voyages especially, most of the
books gel info use and it is estimated that nearly
75 per cent of the crew take to reading, while
hardly 10 per cent of those on land are inclined fo
o so. At the end of 1925 the total number of
ships thus served was 1276.°
The problem of putting the snpply of books
to seafarers on a proper financial basis has been
fully discussed by the Public Libraries Commiitee?®
Tt starts with the message of the Second Law:
“BOOKS FOR ALL, WHETHER ON LAND OR
ON WATER—the seafarers have no less right
‘than their compatriots on land to a serviee of books
paid for ont of public funds. The only question
is whether the responsibility for meeling their
needs should be met by the Slate exelusively, by
«co-operation between the BState and the local

{1) PUBLIC LIBRARIES COMMITTEE: Repert on Public
Librarigs in Englond and Wales, pp. 144-145.

{2) CARNEGIE TUNITED KINGDOM TRUST: Fiffcenth
Annual Beport, p. 44,

(8) Ibid., p. 146.
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bodies of the port-towns or by the latter alone.
The members of the Committee do not regard the
last alternative eifher as reasonable or as practi-
cable. Nor would they recommend that the Stafe
should be saddled with the entire responsibility.

~On the other hand, they would suggest that the task

should be divided evenly between the shipping
companies, the seafarers themselves, the library
anthorities of the seaports and the State.

The Committee makes the following analysis
of the Hbrary income of the Seafarers’ Hducation
Society during the fivst five years:—

£

Shipping Companies .. 6,899
The Chamber of Shipping .. D00
The Marifime Trade Unions .. 590
The Carnegle United Kingdom Trust 2,385
Sundry bodies and individuals .. 390
Sale of Nierabure, ete. .. . 84

.. 10,848

This analysis discloses the significant absence
of the State and {he Local Bodies. The Committee
would Invite their attention to the call of the
Second Law and urge them fo put in their quota,
not necessarily as money, buil perhaps betier as
hooks, the books on fhe shelves of the Central
Library of the State and the books on the shelves
of the Municipal Libraries of the ports,

19
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The keepers of light-houses stand in need of

books no less than the sailors themselves. 'The

fate of most of the men confined in the solifude
of light-houses is as hard as that of Robinson
Crusoe in his desert-island. Or perhaps worse.

While Robinson Crusoce had the freedom to wander

about, even that freedom is denied to them. While
the fate of the ships and their passengers as well
as the prosperity of the merchants on land depend
on their vigilant and selfiess serviees, it is but
reagonable that the call of the Second Law on their
behalf should be heard with the greatest willing-
ness. While shore light-houses may be served by
the Distriet Libraries or the Municipal Libraries,
as the case may be, there should be a special ceniral
organisation for cafering te the needs of isolated
rock light-houses and lighi-ships. The {ofal
number of light-houses and lighi-ships that are thus
regularly served with books in Great Britain and
Treland is neariy 300,

Tae Avorr anp rae Ceimp

But the struggle of the Second Law takes the
most puzzling phase when 1t has fo negoliate the
antithesis befween the adult and the child. It has
been, for long, held by all—and it is even now being
held by some—that the child has no right to any
books other than text-books and that it is only
n'ver-do-well’s that will ‘““waste fime in exira-
reading’’. On the other hand, it has been-—and
by some even is—at the same time believed that
one who has ecompleted formal schooling has
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already made the closest possible approach fo the
omniscience that books can supply. One has only
to witness, from the Cauvery Bridge at Kumba-
konam, the surface of the Cauvery water besirewn
and bedecked with the printed pages of forn
books, cast away by the candidates coming out of
the College-Hall, after the last of the University
Hxaminations. This casting off is meant by many
as a ceremony to symbolise that they have passed
the stage of books.

This belief that the educated aduli does not
need books any longer can really be fraced to what
may be called ‘the Camel theory’ of educalion—
that before we start on the journey of life we can
be given all the mental food necessary io carry us
throngh the whole way. If does not recognise that
maturity has ifs educational aptitudes, aspira-
tions and urgencies. But {his theory, that educa-
tion has primarily to do only with the {raining of
children, has, however, little basis in psychology
and gets Iftle support from practical experience.
Of conrse, children must be educated. But an
educational system, that does not recognise the
perpetual need of the adult for the tools of educa-
tion, in 4 mere fufility. In any dynamic democracy,
that iz constantly evolving newer and betler order
of things, the definite task of Public Education iz
that of constantly eduneating the adults to partici-
pate intelligently in this new order of life. Adults
raust first learn how to live the mew order before
they can teach it. It is the unfortunate neglect of
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this faector that has led to the clock of our educa-
tional curriculum being blindly, but harmfully, set
back every now and then, at the instance of power-
ful polificians, who insist on having their fingers in
every pie, but who, in the plenitude of their ignor-
anee, would know of no eurrieculum other than what
they were themselves drilled through, in their own
far-off boyhood. Out of the practice of living
must come the understanding that can translate
this kind of living into education for the children.
Henee, even though a man has as many degrees as
a thermometer, even though he be graduated with
the highest honours, he is grossly uneducated, or
will soon become so, if he stops his reading and lets
his brain grow rusty from the day of his convoca-
tion onwards, KEducation really begins at the
cradle and is completed only at the grave. All the
educated adulls are therefore comprehended in the
‘ALLY in ‘BOOKS FOR ALL’,

Persuading the graduate adult to submit him-
gelf to the sway of the Seeond Law is only one side
of this phase of the struggle. The Second Law
has an equally up-hill task to do, to convinee the
University that her inferest in the education of
her alumni shounld not end on the day she confers
her degrees on them. Although she has no right
to force on them any more of formal {eaching, the
duty of continming to educate her elummni through
the books of her library is cast on her. Oue of the
achievements of the Second Law of Library
Science is the driving home of this new duty, in
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which progressive Universities and their libraries
are beginning fto itake an increasing part. The
Second Law would even offer a threat fo the
University saying, ‘‘You cannot retaln the interest
and the loyalty of vyour graduates, unless you
strengthen this new service to them through your
books. There must be this higher infellectual
bond. Nay, viewed from the national point of
view-and after all it is the National Exchequer
that maintains you—such service to alumug is
essential if the money spent on under-graduate
education is not to be thrown away for lack of
proper follow-up work after graduation”.

This brings us io the new orientation which
the Second Law has brought aboui in the methods
of insfruction. If{ tells the Universities, ‘“The
best thing that you can do for your raw under-
graduate is to awaken in him a zest for thinking
and the habit of reading. Remember, edueation
does not end in your class-room. I have to begin
where you leave. It is easier for me to keep the
reading undergraduates reading, than to cateh them
when they are men and women and start them
afresh to read. + In return, I have no objection to
vour relying upon me, more fully in your class-
room teaching; indeed, I am quite prepared to be
by vour side in your daily task and take the under-
graduate by hand and walk alone with him when
he leaves you behind.”’ Similarly i tells the
schools, “*The hope of the future lies in the child-
ren of to-day. Remember that a large proportion
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of children walk straight from your care to mine.
There is no University for them. Hence, it is im-
perative, that you should give them the widest
opportunify in vour schooldibrary to form the
eorvect reading-habit.  You know that the child,
who forms a deep love of reading in the school, is
more likely to continue that reading-habit in after.
life.  Hence, reinforee the library-work at school
s0 that I can reinforce the library-work of the
fature”. In its attempt to scale over the perplex-
ing antithesis between the adult and the child, such
is the reconciliation and understanding that the
Second Law 1s achieving between the old and the new
instruments of education, wiz., the Schools and
Colleges, on the one hand, and the Library on the
other.

Thus the siruggle of the Second Law of Library
Science was largely due to the unlimited demo-
cracy and universalify of ifs appeal. 'The vagaries
of Nature may militate against the rule of demo-
cracy in many spheres of life. No political or
ethical ereed can egualise the differences of phy-
sique, temperament and intelligence any more than
the differences in height or colour. But, the Law
“BOOKS FOR ALL™ has proved to be more than
a mateh to her mischievous whims. She may blind
the eyes of some; she may tie np the tongues of
others; she may cast the lot of still others in soli-
tude; she may subject the majority to the grind
of poverty. And yei, the Second Law would {reat
them all alike and give to HACH HIS OR HER
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BOOK. 1t wonld sernpulously maisntain the pria-
ciple of equality of opportunity for books, of
opportunity to learn and of opportunity to enjey.
1t will not rest until it has gathered up one and all
-------- the rich and the poor, the men and the women,
the land-men and the seafarers, the young and the
old, the deaf and the dumb, the literate and the illife-
rate—one and all, from all the corners of the earth
until it had led them into the temple of learning and
until it has secured for them fhat salvation which
flows {rom the worghip of Sarasvati, the Goddess
of Learning.

For a parallel to this universal sweep of the
Second Law one has to go fo Sambandar and the
7th century.t Shiyali, his birth place, still {rea-
sures the memory of his last act. On the day he
was married in the neighbouring village of Achal-
puram, while he walked round the Temple with his
newly wedded spouse, seeing the gates of heaven
open suddenly, he first gathered together his parents
and kinsmen, his friends and visitors, his servants
and retinue-~and not only these but all the residents
of the place, all the men of all the religions, whe-
ther moving with. the crowd or not, whether blind
or lame, whether young or old, whether willing or
wnwilling—he gathered one and all, first made them
pass into the gates of heaven, and himself entered
last with his beloved wife and became Af-One with

(1) SUNDARAM FILLAL {(P.): Zhe dge of Tirujnonesem-
bandar, p. 85 [Forming part of the Tamilion Antiguary.}

¥
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the ONE, in company with all the others! MThis
last act of Sambandar would, in iis expression of
universal brotherhood, serve as a symbol of the
Second Law of Library Secience.
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et Gagpe Banrselpsaut sitirsn Lrs 8

rri Gl QugsbLirend @ plarQ@uird ook £Qerrit
vri Bovay Ber @il LerallsGerrBudr yéard,

Hoeflpd Gsr Fafevs qpadr sel gri@lé Coorr ppisah

e pS s wrdy Yler wi.euri wasord Quigss

tiemf app s ar@dgrissr uflearmas aSlemuLned

senll Sgg vomi dlarrri s Gargp pr.dr 4EQsrBES oy,

B AUGGE Fiow g HH g{@é,&@;@u} B BLD

. guesp (el wisesn Guleads %8s
Cag Bn salas &8 Gup asgrmsd

rdé Gume Cer Blayer aaearms yés sl

srgefonws wsluplé Qeree® awbbsrdn® soefd
Bo 98pp ab gpend S@merearsds st

suger arfler auort Crr ) mawronl o ggpc ot

Cur g & (o ds afiusa e Sy eept.)

{1) Of, SEEERTILAR: Periyg Puronom, II Kandam, verses
1250.1253.

[Bekkilar wag s famous blographer of the Tamil couniry in
the twelth century.}
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